[ 20 5 3 

Diihnce of Saturn, and even farther; and conse- 
quently that no living Creature could fubfift there. 
Nay thejre muft have been a Time, when the Planets 
were nearer to feme fixt Stars than to the Sun 5 and 
in this Cafe they could never come into the Solar 
Syftem. This then is a Proof, purely phyfical, that 
the World, in iis prefent State, muft have had a Be- 
ginning, and muft have an End. In order to im- 
prove this Notion, and to find with Exactitude, how 
much the Years become fhortcr in each Century 5 I 
am in Hopes that a great Number of olcLr Obfer- 
vations will afford me the neceiiary Succours. 

I beg you will prefent my Kefpe&sto the Royal 
Society 5 and am, 

Tours, &c. L. Euler. 



IV. Part of a Letter from Mr. Ben] Cooke, 
F. R>S>to Mr. Peter Collinfon, 'F. R. S. 
concerning the Ejfe&s of the Mixture of 
the Farina of Apple-Trees ; and of the 
Mayze or Indian Corn : And of a Child 
horn with the Jaundice upon it, received 
from its Father ; a?id of the Mother take- 
ing the fame Di (temper from her Hufband y 
the next Time of being with Child. 

WNov.2. TTTHEN the Farina of one Apple 
x /49- yy impregnates another's BloiTom of 

differing Species, we fee the Change in* the Fruity 
but whether any lafting Impreffion is left on the 
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Bough which bore it (as feems to be in Tulips and 
fome other Flowers), is not fo cafy to determine, Ex- 
periments of this fort being not to be matfc at all, 
but catch'd at diftant Opportunities; and till this 
Point is fettled, the Diftcmper of my good Friend's 
Tree mart: reft unexplained. 

Artificial Helps of Sight have added to former 
Difcoveries the explofivc Manner of the Farinas 
Aftion j but what may be the Effect of the incon- 
ceiveably fine fubtile Matter emitted from its Glo- 
bules, and continually waited about in great Plenty 
and Variety in the Summer Air, not only on vcs;e- 
table Predictions ( where on different Subjects it 
may not improbably have oppofite Effects) but other 
Matters not yet fufpe&ed to be fo much under its 
Influence, remains a Field of Inquiry for future 

Anes. However, to what Mr, Loj^an hath vetv 

juftly obierved (Tra/ifaff. 4+0.) on the Manner of 
Impregnation of the Seeds in Mayze — I can add this, 
that if the Seed and whole Species of Mayze be plan- 
ted about two Yards Diilancc from each other, there 
will be a Mixture of red and white Grains in the 
Ears of each Plant, and vou may with Plealhre ob- 
fcrve the Filament in the white Plant, which hatii 
been ftruck with the red Farina, difcovcring its alien 
Commerce by a confeious Biufh, and by counting 
the Threads they ftained, foretell how many corres- 
ponding Seeds will appear red, at the opening of the 
Ear, when ripe. 

A Man of about 22 Years married a healthy 
young Woman, much of the fame Age. — Soon af- 
ter he went to 'America, and at the End of feven 
Years returned cachectic^anafarcous^and deeply tinged 

with 
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with the Jaundice, cndemicalin hot Latitudes.—- In a 
few Months after his Return his Wife became preg- 
nant (with her firft Child) of which fhe was deli- 
vered in due Time. The Child was born with a 
Jaundice upon it, and died about fix Months after, 
under afcitical and i&cricai Symptoms, of which the 

Mother had not the leaft Imprcfllon. Soon after 

this (and before the Husband, tho* much better, was 
quite cured) (he became again with Child, and after 
about three Months Pregnancy turn'd yellow, and 
was the whole Time of her going with Child, and 
fome Months after her Delivery, deeply affe&cd 
with the Jaundice : But the Child was born quite 
fair, white, and healthy, without any thing of that 
Diftemper on it 5 and is ftill living, and the laft born, 

1 make no Application-— You mud impute this 

Length of your Trouble to the wet Weather. I am 
mod ftneercly, 

l^ear Coujin, 

Tout mo(t obliged 

And moft affectionate 



B* Cooke* 
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